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many delays had occurred. These delays much disturbed him.
It was customary, then, to pay many visits. One evening the
Abbe de la Victoire, one of his friends, and very witty, arrived
.very late at a supper, in a house where he was expected. The
company importunely asked him where he had been, and what
had delayed him.

"Alas!" replied the Abbe, in a tone of sadness, " where have
I been ? I have been all day accompanying the body of poor
M. de Laon." [The Cardinal d'Estrees was then Bishop and
Duke of Laon.]

"M. de Laon!" cried everybody, "M. de Laon dead! Why,
he was quite well yesterday. 'Tis dreadful. Tell us what has
happened."

" What has happened 1" replied the Abb6, still with tLe same
tone. "Why, he took me with him when he paid his visits,
and though his body was with me, his spirit was at Home, so
that I quitted him very wearied." At this recital grief changed
into merriment.

That grand dinner at Fontainebleau for the Prince of Tuscany,
at which the Prince was to be the only guest, and yet never
received his invitation from the Cardinal, I have already
mentioned. He was oftentimes thus absent, but never when
business or serious matters were concerned, so that his forget-
fulness was amusing. He never could bear to hear of his
domestic affairs. Pressed and tormented by his steward and
his maitre d'hotel to overlook their accounts, that he had not
seen for many years, he appointed a day to be devoted to them.
The two financiers demanded that he should close his door so
as not to be interrupted; he consented with difficulty, then
changed his mind, and said that if Cardinal Bonzi came he
must be admitted, but that it was not likely he would come on
that particular day. Directly afterwards he sent a trusty
servant to Cardinal Bonzi, entreating him to come on such and
such a day, between three and four o'clock, conjuring liim not
to fail, and begging him above all to come as of his own accord,
the reason to be explained afterwards. On the appointed day
Cardinal d'Estrees told his porter to let no one enter in the